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NEWS RELEASE

May 17, 1991
UM TO HONOR AWARD WINNERS AT MAY 22 BANQUET
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will honor 18 faculty and staff
members, administrators and a volunteer at a banquet Wednesday, May
22, in the University Center Ballroom.
The event, which will run from 4 to 6 p.m., recognizes people
who have made outstanding contributions to UM.

The awards and

recipients are:
•

$1,000 Distinguished Scholar Awards —

English Associate

Professor Patricia Goedicke and psychology Professor Janet
Wollersheim.
Goedicke specializes in teaching poetry and has written a number
of books of poems, among them MThe Wind of Our Going"; "Listen,
Love"; and "The Tongues We Speak."

Her poems have also appeared in

publications such as The New York Times, The Saturday Review and The
Iowa Review.

Her honors include a National Endowment for the Arts

Creative Writing Fellowship,

inclusion in the "Pushcart Prize II

Anthology" and The Memphis State Review's 1988 Hohenberg Award for
three of her poems.
Wollersheim, who's studied depression since 1968, has devised
coping therapy —

a short-term way to treat this illness.

The former

director of clinical psychology at UM, she's also taught at the
University of Missouri and been a consultant to Missoula's St.
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Patrick Hospital, UM's law school, the Montana State Prison and the
Warm Springs State Hospital.

Among the many topics she's written

about are preschool programs for disadvantaged children, the
effectiveness of group therapy, and assessing suicide potential.
•

$1,000 Distinguished Teaching Awards —

philosophy Professor

Thomas Huff and interpersonal communication Associate Professor Betsy
Bach.

Huff, also a lecturer in UM's law school, teaches Philosophy

of Law, Constitutional Law, Legal Writing and Political Ethics.
Bach, a former police officer, teaches courses such as Nonverbal
Communication, Small Group Communication and Organizational
Communication.

She's written about mentor relationships, rumor and

gossip, and the language of disagreement.
•

$2,500 Burlington Northern Awards —

Rudy Gideon,

mathematics Professor

for achievement in teaching, and forestry Professor

Steven Running and biological sciences Professor Fred Allendorf, both
for scholarship or creative activity.
Gideon is being recognized in particular for discovering a new
correlation coefficient that may revolutionize the teaching of
elementary statistics.

Running specializes in using satellite

imagery to analyze the Earth's environment and resources.

He's part

of NASA's international team studying future vegetation responses to
the "greenhouse effect" -- the raising of the Earth's temperature
because of increased atmospheric carbon dioxide.

Allendorf is a

world leader in applying population biology to conservation
questions.

An expert on evolutionary genetics, he researches

subjects such as the genetic characteristics of brook, cutthroat and
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bull trout.
•

$1,000 Most Inspirational Teacher Award -- history Professor

Richard Drake, who teaches Modern European History;

is an expert on

terrorism; and has written the books "Byzantium for Rome:

The

Politics of Nostalgia in Umbertian Italy" and "The Revolutionary
Mystique and Terrorism in Contemporary Italy."

He was chosen for

this award by Silent Sentinel, an honor society that polls graduating
seniors.
•

$1,000 Administrative Service Award —

James Flightner, dean

of the College of Arts and Sciences and professor of foreign
languages and literatures.

A native of Darby. he teaches Spanish and

humanities courses and directs the University College, which provides
student tutoring and academic advising.

He recently received a

certificate of appreciation from the Montana Committee for American
Indian Higher Education for advancing Native American student
recruitment, retention and support.
•

$1,000 Outstanding Academic Advising Awards --

management

Professor Maureen Fleming and English Professor Lois Welch.
Fleming, who also directs the business school's internship
program, advises about 50 assigned students as well as ones from her
classes.
students.

Every quarter, she also volunteers to advise new transfer
Twice named an outstanding teacher by students in the

school, she's an expert on organizational behavior, human resource
management, human relations, personnel psychology and international
management.
Welch, who specializes in comparative literature and drama and
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literary criticism, directs UM's creative writing program.

She also

advises students in the Creative Writing Club on developing grants to
bring guest writers to the University and chairs the Hugo Memorial
Scholarship and Merriam-Frontier Award committees.
•

$1,000 Academic Administrator Award —

Environmental Studies

Program Director and social work Professor Tom Roy, who teaches
several courses each quarter, oversees student admissions and faculty
appointments, advises graduate students, serves on thesis and
professional paper committees and stays active in the community.
Former chair of the social work department, he's on the
Executive Committee of the Wilderness Institute and in 1986 won UM's
Distinguished Service Award.

He also founded Friends to Youth Inc.

and is on the board of directors of the Missoula YMCA and board of
trustees of Missoula Youth Homes.
•

$1,000 Outstanding Volunteer Award —

Longtime Missoula City

Band Director Alex Stepanzoff, who this spring is retiring from UM's
Local Executive Board after 47 years of service.

As part of the

three-member board, he advised 10 of UM's 16 presidents and helped
the University through times of substantial growth.
•

$333 Employee of the Quarter Awards —

Valerie Schwab,

mathematics department office supervisor, fall quarter; Leonard
Buelow and Terry Wiese, Health Sciences Building custodians, winter
quarter; and Karen Kaley, journalism school secretary, spring
quarter.
Schwab started work at UM as a typist in the math department,
shortly after graduating from Mount Ellis Academy in Bozeman.

more
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16-year tenure at the department,

she's brought it from the age of

typewriters into the era of computers.

Her jobs include handling

graduate applications, ordering textbooks, processing faculty
evaluations and managing the budget.
Buelow and Wiese were endorsed for their awards by 44 of the
building's residents, who commended them for regularly going beyond
the call of duty and adding to people's sense of security in the
building.

Buelow has worked at UM eight years, Wiese 11.

Kaley, who in 1979 earned a bachelor's degree in early childhood
development at UM, became the journalism school's one secretary in
1982.

Her many jobs include handling the preparations for

conferences, guest speakers and banquets; running the journalism
library; keeping track of the budget; and managing scholarships and
awards.
•

$2,500 John Ruffato Achievement Award -- winning faculty

member to be announced at the banquet.

The award,

named for the

former chairman of Murphey-Favre Securities Services Inc., honors
faculty members who are knowledgeable about small businesses and
talented in teaching students about the subject.
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